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Welcome to No Pork Pies’ first whitepaper on how to create synergy between Affiliate Marketing and
Search Engine Optimisation.

This is not meant to be a guide to Affiliate Marketing or to Search Engine Optimisation. No Pork Pies are
not an affiliate marketing agency and wouldn’t expect to know much more about affiliate marketing as
they do about advertising (that isn’t very much!).

No Pork Pies are a ‘Digital Discovery Agency’. We work on Search and Social Media integration
resulting in this paper focusing on how Affiliate Networks can be used to help SEO positions and also
(importantly), not damage current Affiliate procedures.

No Pork Pies usually focus our attention on adding information to our website blog or use our Facebook
Page to keep our friends up to date on industry news, but as this was such a large piece of work we
decided it would be best to bulk it up a bit and put it into a document for all to read and use when
required. We plan on doing this for a number of subject areas so if you have any suggestions please let
us know.

Affiliate Marketing is becoming a popular method for online retailers to syndicate out the best deals to a
larger online market. Potential customers searching for the best deals on insurance, computers,
healthcare and a number of other products or services can all visit an affiliate site for the best deals, and
some of these affiliate sites are becoming larger than the companies offering the service, take
MoneySuperMarket.com for instance!

No Pork Pies saw this area as a potential area to target for Search benefit and after a lot of time
researching and playing came up with the following solution. Hopefully it will work for you, but we will be
happy to talk to anyone that has other ideas.

Adam Lee
Managing Director
No Pork Pies
December 2009
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No Pork Pies doesn’t pretend to be an Affiliate agency, we wouldn’t want to pretend we are something
we are not, but it is important to understand Affiliates and how it works in order to maximise the benefits
this channel can offer to the area of SEO, something No Pork Pies ARE experts within.

‘Affiliate Marketing is an Internet-based marketing practice in which a business rewards one or more
affiliates for each visitor or customer brought about by the affiliate's marketing efforts. It is an application
of crowdsourcing.

The Affiliate Marketing industry has four core players at its heart: the Merchant (also known informally

as 'Retailer' or '‘Brand'), the Network, the Publisher (also known informally as 'the Affiliate') and the

Customer. The market has grown sufficiently in complexity to warrant a secondary tier of players,

including Affiliate Management Agencies, Super-Af f i | i at es and Specialized Th

Source: Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affiliate _marketing)

The affiliate channel is, therefore an additional source of traffic to a brand or seller’'s website with the
intention of increasing revenue through sales. If your website is not an online retailer then affiliate
marketing is not for you.

This isn’t going to be a definitive guide to SEQO. There are a number of documents available if you want
to learn how to do SEO, such as SEOmoz’ Beginner’'s Guide to Search Engine Optimization. If you don’t
know the basics of SEO then it is best to start there.

To give you a very brief understanding, for the purpose of this paper all you need to know is that Google
has algorithms that focus on the links pointing to your site. The better the linking sites the more benefit it
can have.

‘Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of improving the volume or quality of traffic to a web

site from search engines via "natural” or un-paid ("organic" or "algorithmic") search results as opposed

to search engine marketing (SEM) which deals with paid inclusion. Typically, the earlier (or higher) a site
appears in the search results list, the more visito

Source :Wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search _engine optimization)
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A link from a small blog will hold little
SEO benefit, although it will still help
for niche areas.

Link from a
Small Blog

Your
Website

Tracking
Server for

the Affiliate

Network

Link from
the BBC (or
similar large
news sites)

A link from the BBC website or other
large sites are seen as ‘authorities’
and hold a lot of SEO benéefit, but
are difficult to achieve.

Link from
an Affiliate
Website

Affiliate links are directed through a
3rd party site in-order to track the
process. This results in no SEO
benefit.
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Inventing creative approaches to link development is, predominately, the majority of what an SEO
agency will work on. So we set ourselves the challenge of looking at the affiliate network for our clients
and worked out how we could gain SEO benefit from a network of linking sites that sit on our client’s
doorstep!

The first thing we looked at was whether there were going to be an issue with this from a search engine
point of view, is Google going to punish us for doing this?

After a bit of research we found a post on SEOmoz about a session at SMX East in October 2008 where
engineers from Google, Yahoo and MSN all agreed that if affiliate links are from trust-worthy sources
they would count towards the algorithm:

‘“Shockingly, when asked poi nt bljagce-gassinglinks thbsehot at e pr
using nofollow) were against guidelines or if they would be discounted, the engineers all agreed with the

position taken by Sean Suchter of Yahoo!. He said, in no uncertain terms, that if affiliate links came from

valuable, relevant, trust-worthy sources - bloggers endorsing a product, affiliates of high quality, etc.

they would be counted in link algorithms. Aaron from Google and Nathan from Microsoft both agreed

that good affiliate links would be counted by their engines and that it was not necessary to mark these

with a nofollow or other method of Dblocking I|Iink va

Source: SEOmoz (http://mwww.seomoz.org/blog/6-lessons-from-the-search-engineers-at-smx-east)
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For those of you that look at affiliate sites and how the links work you tend to see something like this:
Affiliate site points to a random tracked URL not on the client site, e.g. tracking.abc.net?AffID=123&etc.

This then goes to the affiliate company to track and possibly to another tracking system like DoubleClick
and then redirect to the clients landing page. Result = No SEO benefit as the search engines would not
be able to follow through the redirects.

Cookie is rendered on the user
and a redirect is actioned to
the client site.

| SN
M

v

tracking.abc.net?AffID=123&etc

\/ ~_

302 (temporary) Redirect — No
SEO benefit

\_/_’

We figured there must be a way to do this and still use the tracking.

The first thing we decided was that it has to point to the client’s page directly as a first point of call. This
means that page will gain the SEO benefit - easy to do!

First issue: how do we get the cookie rendered to track the user’s journey and allocate the conversion to
the affiliate site?
Answer = Redirects.

This is the complicated bit and took us a while to do but we’ll go through the basic concept.

We created an .htaccess redirect script that looks for a page called xxxtracking.html, for instance it could
be www.noporkpies.com/afftracking.html this will be the target page from the affiliates. Ultimately there
can be many of these for each one of the products.
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Within the .htaccess file we created some redirects — one is using user-agent detection, e.g. saying if
you are Google, Yahoo or Bing then go here, if you are a user then go here. To get around the cloaking
issue both landing pages are the same but the user travels through the tracking page and the search
engines go directly to the landing page.

The search engine redirect is a 301, (permanent) redirect resulting in the SEO benefit being passed
across to the final page and the user travelling through the current tracked route and renders a cookie
on their computer.

Client landing

Google, page

] Yahoo & Bing
{ Affiliate Site Hclientsite/tracking.htmI ]
J Affiliate

User tracking site

Oil
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The affiliates need to change their links from pointing to the affiliate tracking site to the client tracking
page, but there is one more problem, the affiliates all have unique id’s appended to the URLs so that
they can be tracked correctly. This will need to be stripped off the affiliate IDs from the
‘clientsite/tracking.html’ page and append it to the affiliate tracking links AND strip off the affiliate ID all-
together for the search engines so there isn’'t duplicate content issues.

www.noporkpies.com/tracking.htm
| [?PURL=affiliatetracking.net/aff=1
| 234&ID=122

v

\/ N _ — Google, Yahoo & Bing
affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234?1D=122 are redirected through
/\ a 301 redirect to the
/ landing page. Eg
v www.noporkpies.com/|

Cookie is rendered on the user andingpage.html|
and a redirect is actioned to
the client site.

~N_ A

302 (temporary) Redirect

\_/_’

There are a number of processes that need to be looked at in the diagram above. Firstly the initial link
from the affiliate to the tracking page has affiliate tracking appended to the end of it -
www.noporkpies.com/tracking.html?PURL=affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234&ID=122

If you just redirect this it will redirect it to the landing page but will maintain the affiliate tracking, eg
www.noporkpies.com/landing.html?PURL=affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234&I1D=122 which isn’'t what we
want — we want it to be www.noporkpies.com/landing.html for the search engines but not for the users.

We created a user-agent redirect script to strip off the “?PURL=affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234&ID=122’
and then redirect it to www.noporkpies.com/landingpage.html. This is only for the search engines so
they by-pass the tracking, pass SEO benefit to the landing page through a 301 redirect and remove the
affiliate tracking code to avoid duplicate content issue.
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For the users, we want to strip off everything before PURL= and redirect the user to that page, e.g.
affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234?1D=122. Notice the ‘& has become a ‘?’ this is required so the correct
page and tracking is rendered from the affiliate tracking site. A code was written to change this and then
redirect the users.

This is the way we have done it, you may want to implement it your own way and it will probably also
depend on how the affiliate network’s links work but here you go:

-

RewriteEngine On

RewriteCond %{HTTP_USER_AGENT}
(Googlebot|Slurp|msnbot)

RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} (.*&)?["&]+(&.*)?$
[NC]

RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} N(.*&)?["&]+(&.*)?$
[NC]

RewriteRule *(.*)$ /$1?%1%2 [R=301]

RewriteCond %{HTTP_USER_AGENT}

(Googleb ot[Slurp|msnbot)

RewriteRule ~1tracking \ .htmI$
http://lwww.noporkpies.com /landingpagel/ [R=301]

RewriteCond %{HTTP_USER_AGENT}
(Googlebot|Slurp|msnbot)

RewriteRule ~2tracking \ .htmI$ http://
www.noporkpies.com/landingpage 2/ [R=301,L]
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What this all means:

RewriteCond %{HTTP_USER_AGENT} (Googlebot|Slurp|msnbot)
RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} A(.*&)?[*&]+(&.*)?$ [NC]
RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} (.*&)?["&]+(&.*)?$ [NC]
RewriteRule A(.*)$ /$17%1%2 [R=301]

The first bit is saying ‘are you a Google Bot, Yahoo bot (slurp) or MSN bot?

If yes then strip off anything after ‘& or ‘?’ — This is done twice as there is one ‘& ID=122 and one ‘?’
PURL=etc. This results in
www.noporkpies.com/tracking.html?PURL=affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234&ID=122 becoming
www.noporkpies.com/tracking.html. The rule then 301 redirects it to the resulting URL — eg
www.noporkpies.com/tracking.html

RewriteCond %{HTTP_USER_AGENT} (Googlebot|Slurp|msnbot)

RewriteRule ~1tracking\.htmlI$ http://www.noporkpies.com/landingpagel/ [R=301]
RewriteCond %{HTTP_USER_AGENT} (Googlebot|Slurp|msnbot)

RewriteRule ~2tracking\.html$ http:// www.noporkpies.com/landingpage 2/ [R=301,L]

The second and third bit are the same thing but is looking for different pages, so if you have multiple
products you can list them here and point them to the relevant landing page.

In this example it is now looking for www.noporkpies.com/1tracking.html and redirecting it to
www.noporkpies.com/landingpagel/. This is done with a 301 redirect so passes SEO benefit.

That solves the search engines redirect — traffic comes from the affiliate, strips the tracking and redirects
to the relevant landing page. All done through 301 redirects to pass SEO benefit with no tracking
involved.

RewriteCond %{QUERY_STRING} "PURL=(["&]*)&(.*)$
RewriteRule ~.*tracking\.htmlI$ http://%1\?%2 [R=301,L]

The final bit is for the users — a pretty simple rule that basically strips off everything after ‘PURL="and
redirects it to that page, whilst changing the ‘& to a ‘?’. This means that the user is redirected to
affiliatetracking.net/aff=1234?ID=122 — the affiliate tracking then takes over and redirects the user to the
same landing page as the search engines, the affiliate tracking system should be configured to point to
this page (that is very important to avoid being penalised for cloaking!).
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Affiliate link tracks the user and Affiliate link passes SEO benefit for the search engines.

Final step is to liaise with the affiliate sites and optimise the links for relevant search terms.

Not all affiliate sites will offer much SEO benefit but a small percentage will, which could give you the
competitive advantage you need to rank well for top search terms in the search engines.

How you chose to roll out the affiliate/SEO linking strategy is down to you or your agency but there are a
number of ways to use this to gain considerable SEO benefits for a long term SEO campaign.

Contact No Pork Pies if you want more information on how we can help you with this.
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No Pork Pies Ltd are based in Brighton, UK and were formed in 2009 by Adam Lee.

It is not Search OR Social it is Search AND Social. Social Media is becoming part of SEO so integrating
the two services is key. No Pork Pies is built around this concept with the company vision focused
around Digital Discovery Media

Digital Discovery is Pull Marketing; it's an integration of online media that revolves around users looking
for you or your products/services, such as SEO, PPC or Social Media.

No Pork Pies calls it Digital Discovery Media because it identifies it as a single service, not individual
offerings. The partnership between the client and No Pork Pies means not only do you achieve SEO
benefits but also Social Media and PPC ideas, strategies and implementation, resulting in a truly
integrated service, even if other agencies work on your other services. No Pork Pies will not step on any
toes, but we will work in partnership to achieve client objectives.

Pure SEO Agency

Digital s h
Agency earc

Agency

Social Media

Pure Social Media
Agency

Pure PPC Agency
Digital

Discovery

Agency
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Please feel free to copy, share and reference this document. Please reference and acknowledge No
Pork Pies as the source and link to http://www.noporkpies.com/whitepapers when citing the publication.

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 License.

©

To view a copy of this license, visit
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/ or send a letter to Creative
Commons, 543 Howard Street, 5th Floor, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.
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